To the Reverend | 
Mr. Jobn Henley, M. A. 


CONCERNING 
His Novel Proj 
WHEREIN 


His Deſign is fully expoſed. 
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you do with all the World, though there 

is no Occaſion for me to 2 qualiſy 
may. 


| d - —_— a * 
| imploying my in writing to 
n. The Preſs, you know, 1s free, and 
I have a juſt Right to communicare my 
Thoughts to you, or the Publick. How- 
ever, Mr. Orator, or whatever elſe you 
call yourſelf, Maſter Rhetorician, Grand 
Elocutor, or Britenzia's Great Academiſt, 
I ſhall not ſtand to ask your Leave, whe- 
ther I ſhall publiſh this Letrer, or no, 
yet I hope you will accept of the Dedi- 
cation, 3 


YOU, Sir, have alarmed the whole 
World, with the Tumult of your Perfor- 


ces, [to what End, to get —— } 
I fay, with the Noiſe, becauſe until Jay 
the Third nothing of ir appeared fave a 
Plan. The firſt Plan that was publiſhed, 
Plan of an Academy, excluſive of 
ti-Eccleſtaftical Inftitution, 
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But it was not 
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which 1 
t was ſomewhat feaſible and reaſo- 


in particular. 


91 
1 did not know the Reaſon for this new 
Inſtitution, - now I do. 0 Rea- 
ſon holds ith you, Sir, uſe you 
know not it for the ready = 
This anſwered all Objections with me, for 
no ſooner had I raiſed one, which I ap- : 
prehended had ſomewhat of Weight in 
it, but I found myſelf thus replied, That 
the Deſign was for the Good of Mankind 
in general; and to get to Yourſelf —— 
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Oratory: This famous Place, I found af 
terwards was over the Market-Houſe, 
up in the higheſt Loft, a fit Place for Wor- 
tip I ſoon thought it was all of a 


BUT asI deſigned to be one of your 
Audience, fo I had the Luck, though there 
were few in Town, a Wonder! to get one 
of your Litu and here I found we 
were preſented with a Bit made up for the 
Day, as 6s. as we are told, of the 
Spurious Conflitutions of Clement. No 
thanks owe we to you for this your Per- 
formance, ſince we have a much better 
i of our own, and are not beholden 


to Mr. Henley the Elocutor for his. 


YOU tell us in the Title to your Li- 
— that it is the Primitive Litamgy for 
the Uſe of the Oratory; that is, you mean, 
firſt that you intend to make uſe of: 
you do not tell us, that this Liturgy 
the very Liturgy which the Ancient 
— in the five firſt Centuries uſed word 
for word, but on the contrary, that it is 
up of a Collection of Prayers out of 
the Conſtications, here one and there one, 


ingenuouſly, That your Liturgy 


is noe weceſſary, true indeed: Becauſe we 
have 


Ty 
have already a full, regalar and compendious 
Liturgy, * 2 Seripture, and 
the Writings of the Primitive Orthodox Fathers, 
inſtituted by our Pious Anceſtors for the 
Service of GOD. When this our moſt 
Excellent Lirurgy ſhall, by proud Luciſe- 
rian Spirits be expelled, even then it will 
be too ſoon to admit yours. But if at all, 


| then only, if ever, it will be either necei- 


fary or expedient. 3 1 
| YOU are pleaſed to tell us, Pref. p. 5- 
is 


&« That 8 of the uſual Service 

4 preſerved, and that what is ſcriptural 
and primitive is retained. Prolixity and 
“ Repetition are avoided.” So the 
Rule or Method of your Compoſition of 
your primitive Liturgy is ing to the 
Liturgy of ct Eſtabliſhed = BE | 
very good Rule to wa | wiſely 
choſen by you, for there 2 i 
the World. A large Part being both ſeri 
tural and primitive, which is, by you, 


it contains Fifteen Pages, 

And the Thankſgiving in 

the Church of E 5 
2 11 


[ 12 ] 
though it hardly contains Thirty Lines. 
A fine Story indeed, but Jeſuit like, to 
charge others with Prolixity, when you 
are the only Perſon who are guilty. 


BUI in order to ſupply (Ib. p. 5.) what 
is not ſcriptural in our Liturgy, we have 
the ſpurious Conſtitut ions, called Apoſtoli- 
cal, foſtered upon us, and be it Senſe or 
Nonſenſe, Good or Bad, Modeſt or Immo- 
deft, we muſt down with it, and why? 
becauſe it is Primitive, or becauſe Mr. 
Henley the Orator wants ——. And 
yet I am apt to think that that Part of 

our Liturgy which you fay, is not ſcrip- 
tural, is as ſcriptural as thoſe of the Com 
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4 eth himſelf not to depend upon another 
« Congregation. ” But notwithſtanding all 
this, Pref. p. 8. Tou tell us, That your 
« Scheme is far from being novel, or giving 
„% Riſe to a new Set.” How theſe are 
agreeable one to another, I am at a Loſs 
to com In ſhort, I think your 
Deſign is to raiſe a new Sect, to purſue 
your own left-handed Ends, and get Wealth 
which is the Main of your Deſign, and you 
value not what Lengths you run, fo be, 
you can gain it: But what will you da, 
when neicher your Elocution nor your 
Wealth will do you any Good, when you 
ſhall be ſummoned to appear before your 
Maſter in Heaven, whom you now rebell 
againſt, I had almoſt darted out this Text 
at you, [Wo to the World becauſe of Offences, 
but wo to tha Mans by whom the Offence com-' 


|  eeh] but 1 happened to look upon the laſt 


Paragraph of your Preface which reverted 
ſerves me as well as you, if not better. 


TO conclude, there is no Man but 
muſt be an Enemy to this Inſtitution who 
is either a Chriſtian, or a Friend to Re- 
ligion. For it is deligned to give Offence 
and Diſturbance to all, only to be a com- 
mon Benefit to the Inſtitutor. If Science 
and Literature, if Love of Truth, Candor, 
impartial Thinking, Conſcience, Peace and 
: Liberty, 


i 
7 be ings, 
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NEXT to this, we have your Ru- 
bricks, which are very novel, for there is 
no Antiquity in them. You cannot pre- 
tend that 1 the Rubricks of the Pri- 
mitive Church. You would not diſgrace 
our Ancient Fathers with fuch Non-ſenſe, 
dogmatical Opinions, or conceited Rules. 
No, they are the Brats of your Brain, and 
publiſhed upon your own Conceit. 


AND now follows your Scripture-Sen- 
tences, which are as wiſely choſen as your 
Kubricks are inſtituted, calculated for no 
other End but to ftir up Diſſenſion; and all 
this you have done to defile the Inhabi- 
tants of the Earth, to engage them to 
tranſpreſs the Law, and change the Ordi- 
nances which have been inſtituted by GOD 
and Good Men. Our Scripture-Sentences 
in 2 of the Church of Egland, 
are full of Peace, Goodneſs, and Mercy, 
| beautifully and piouſly choſen to promote 
| Shy may cally Aura by comparing 1h 
city ma compa t 
Ah. om with thoſe Fe Eſta - 
bliſhed Litargy, that there is no Occaſion 
for a new Ser. And if our * 


=. 

had been as wiſe here as in other Places, 
where he has made uſe of the Church Li- 
turgy, as in Te Deam, Venite, and the like, 
he would have made a much better Choice. 


BUT becauſe you affect Singularity, 
and think that your own Works or Words 


are the beſt, we are, P. 19. preſented with 
a new Exhortation, and a rare one it is! 


it? Have we not a better of our own, I 
leave all the World to judge, whether you 
have mended it or no. 


NEXT follows your new Confeffion, 
P. 20. I ſhall only ſay here, That who- 
ever will take the Pains to compare this 
with our Eftabliſhed Confeſſion, ' will ſoon 
ſee, how exceedingly far more pious, beau- 
3 our Conſeſſion is, than 


AND, P. 25. we have a new Abſolu- 
tion given us. And what is moſt obſerva- 
ble in this, is, that if we bring forth wor- 
thy Fruits of Penance, we ſhall be abſolv- 
ed by Mr. Henley. This might have been 
faid by a Papiſt, but ill became Mr. Infi- 
tutor unleſs he deſigns Penance to fu 
Repentance. If the Gains from this Pro- 
jet doth not ariſe to your Satisſaction, 


and 


Choice Matter! But who thanks you for © 


[ 16 ] 
and ſhall be obliged to let it drop; 1 
would advike you to go to a Conſeſſionary, 


thy Fruits of Penance. 


WHAT follows in P. 26. is taken out 
of the Eſtabliſhed Liturgy, fave only that 
at the Doxology we have an Aſteriſm to 
tell us, that ſome (Arias I ſuppoſe) have 
faid, that the Old Doxology is different 
to that uſed by us. But you tell us, that 
you do not yet preſume to decide this. 


| TO paſs over the 25th and 28th Pages, 


| which contain two Collects taken out 
of the ſpurious Conftitations, we find a new 
Litazy at P. 29, to 32. intituled, x 
Seriptare-Lit any com ng all the | 

ef the larger. We thank you for nothing, 
good Sir : 
moſt pious one. Abridgmen 
valued by Men of good 
they go down with thoſe who love Money. 


AND now becauſe you 
Prolixity or Tediouſnefs in your Devotions, 
you have offered to us, as neceſſary to cure 
the Prolixity of our own Thankſgiviag, 
15 Pages, from 33 to 47. a Great Apoſtolicel 
2 the Prolixity, Tedi- 
ouſneſs and Length, which rendered it 
| tireſome 


ts are never 


confeſs your Faults, and bring forth wor- 


A clipped Litany inftead of our 
Senſe, however 
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1 ſhall only obſerve, P. 46. an Ex 


FROM 7. 49, o 56. you give ws a 


cene Creed, 


1174 


tireſome and burdenſome to the Audience, 


| - an Expreſhon, 
which if you had had a Grain of in 
you, you would have omitted, for ſpeaking 
of the Formation of Man and all his Parts, 
you conclude, « And all theſe Members 
ic doft thou form from a little 
1 * | _ you Log yr lay, this 
| Apoſtles. are, I am ſure, no 
more 4 2 


prefſions than I who live in this Seven- 


of a Service for the Altar, but Maſter 
I nor any Perſon elſe will give you 
s for it, ſince we have a com 


WHAT follows, P.55 to 63. is an 
Evening · Service, which deſerves as little 
Commendation as any of the reſt. 


. A ND upon the Whole, the moſt beau- 
tifu] Parts of Mr. Hepley's Bit of a Liturgy, 
is taken out of the Liturgy of out Church, 


as the Vente, the P/alms,. and the Te Deam; 


the Lord's-Prajer, the Apoſtles Creed, the Ni- 
and the YVerfcles, with the Pray- 
er of Chry/oſtom, 4 Grace, &c. and t 


Benedict iaa 


Drop in the 


One, which infinitely exceeds yours in 
Goodnefs 


[ 18 ] 


Benediftion. But becauſe Mr. Henley was 


willing to make ſome Alteration, therefore 
he expelled our moſt excellent Prayers, and 
has ſubſtituted obſolete Ones in their room, 
and what is the Reaſon, to ſell it for a 
Shilling. 


IN fine your whole Project is to 


Money, to diſgrace Religion, and to inftil 


into the Minds of Men baſe Principles. 


TO Nee 
you held forth in your Oratory, its Baſe- 
neſs, &c. come I to obſerve the Plan, 
where you fay, that whoever ſhall be Pa- 


trons in {© _ (I fay, bad] a Cauſe, 


their Venerable Aſhes ſhall be commemo- 
rated, and a Day ſet apart in your Ka- 
lendar, for their Anniverſary Commemo- 


ration. Sure you think you have Papiſts 


not Proteſtants to deal with. Will you 


not alſo ſor a ſmall Sum pray their Souls 


out of Purgatory? And after you are 
dead, muſt not a Day be ſet apart for the 
| Commemoration of your Venerable Aſhes, 
and 22 er to pray your Soul 
out of ? I grant, Sir, may 
wiſh ſuch 1 2 could be 3 
Bur alas! 'tis in vain! 


UPON 
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THE whole Performance on Ja) 3. 
both Morning and Afternoon was ridicu- 
lous: The 

who for 


7 
is 
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UPON the Whole, whoever knows 
any Thing of the Matter may with half 
an Eye ſee through your Deſign, and view 
at once that Money is the God whom you 
worſhip, that this your Religion is calcula- 
ted for Gain, to corrupt the Principles of 
Mankind, and to impoſe upon the World. 


Therefore none will become your Votaries 


who are Men of Senſe. None who can di- 
ſtinguiſh Good and Evil, Light and Dark- 
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